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PENNSYLVANIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY  

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

¶ Despite numerous flash flooding events and 50.9 inches of rain 

(seventh wettest year on record for Pennsylvania),  damage did not 

meet thresholds for federal disaster grants.  

 

¶ The commonwealth recorded 35 tornados spanning 28 counties which 

puts 2019 as the 2nd highest year for tornados since accurate record 

keeping started in 1950 (the most recorded was 61 in 1998).  

 

¶ 72 incidents resulted in damage to 1,313 residential homes. 7 Small 

Business Administration Disaster Declarations were provided resulting 

in $3.7 million of approved low interest loans to individuals or 

business to assist with recovering from these events.  

 

¶ PEMA coordinated a multiyear effort to 

have all 67 counties achieve Storm Ready 

status resulting in Pennsylvania becoming 

only the 6th state in the nation to achieve 

that status.  

 

¶ PEMA received a national award from the 

Homeland Security Information Network 

(HSIN). The Gold Best of HSIN in Interagency Collaboration award 

was for the development of the Commonwealthôs Election Dashboard. 

The dashboard is a secure platform allowing the real                         

time collaboration 

between PEMA,               

the Department of 

State, Federal and 

Local governments 

working to ensure 

safe and secure 

voting opportunities 

for citizens of the 

Commonwealth.  
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